
Get Active
RAMSGATE

explorekent.org 

“Getting out in the fresh air with friends 
and family and making the most of the 
beautiful coastline around Ramsgate, 
what could be better?“
Lizzy Yarnold, Olympic Skeleton Gold Medal  
Winner & Active Ramsgate Ambassador

Freewheeling fun!
The popular Viking Coastal Trail 
includes beautiful sandy beaches, 
pretty Kentish Villages and some 
exclusive partner discounts you can’t 
afford to miss. Download  
the full cycle route map at  
ramsgatetown.org/activeramsgate
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Canoe Ramsgate
Get closer to nature and go wild exploring in some of 
the most precious and dramatic landscapes in Kent 
by canoe! Active Ramsgate has developed 2 exciting 
new canoe trails.

Ramsgate to Broadstairs Self-Guided Canoe Trail
(2 miles (3.2km) one way) 

A sea water paddle taking 
in the beauty of the white 
cliffs of Ramsgate which 
have been eroded to a 
smooth surface over years 
of tidal wear and tear.

Guided Wildlife Canoe Safari
(2-3 hours)

A sea water paddle with spectacular views across 
the coast between Ramsgate and the national gem 
of Sandwich & Pegwell Bay National Nature Reserve 
with its abundance of seals and birdlife. This is a small 
group, set date, guided trail led by specialist local 
canoe operators.  

To book your place on a small group guided Wildlife 
Canoe Safari, visit www.canoewild.co.uk and  
www.kentscubadiving.co.uk or call Canoe Wild on 
07947 835688 and Thanet Diving & Watersports 
on 07981 551922. All equipment will be provided, or 
bring your own! Both also offer a kayak hire service 
and offer other guided canoe trails.

Rib Request
www.ribrequest.com
For boat trips around the beautiful East Kent coast to 
see bays, beaches, wind farms, seals and wildlife.

Call 07970 329907 for details and advance bookings.

Sea Searcher Boat Trips 
www.seasearcher.co.uk
For sightseeing trips around Ramsgate’s harbours, seal 
and wildlife watching tours, and sea angling and boat 
fishing charter trips.

Call 07837 562076 for details and advance bookings.

Get on board! The Active Ramsgate initiative isn’t just for 
land-lubbers to enjoy. Far from it!

Download trail maps and canoeing information at 
ramsgatetown.org/activeramsgate

Canoeing is a perfect activity to Explore Kent in a 
whole new way – whether you are an experienced 
canoeist or not, there will be a Canoe Trail to suit your 
level of ability in Kent.

All you need to get started is a canoe and of course the 
appropriate equipment!

No Canoe? No problem! Specialist Kent-based canoe 
operator Canoe Wild can help! Whether you’re a 
complete beginner and not sure if canoeing is for you 
or wish to join a group to enhance your experience 
Canoe Wild can help.  All canoe equipment is 
provided, you simply just need to book and turn up! 
www.canoewild.co.uk; 07947 835688

You can also hire kayaks and book onto guided 
group canoe trails and courses at Thanet Diving & 
Watersports who are located in one of the arches 
in Ramsgate Royal Harbour. www.kentscubadiving.
co.uk; 07981 551922

These canoe trails are an initiative of Active Ramsgate 
and Explore Kent. For information on canoeing, 
walking and cycling trails in and around Ramsgate visit 
www.ramsgatetown.org/activeramsgate

Explore Kent is a  
Kent County Council initiative

Active Ramsgate is a  
Ramsgate Town Council initiative

Ramsgate Town Council

Funded by

Being a Responsible Canoeist 

Following a few simple tips whilst paddling these trails will ensure your 
own personal safety, protect the wildlife you view, and conserve the fragile 
environment of the National Nature Reserve.

Know your limits. Ensure you have the right level of experience and expertise to 
tackle the self-guided trail to Broadstairs

Wear appropriate clothing. Always wear shoes. Rocks, rough terrain and river beds 
present serious hazards to canoeists without proper attire

Check the forecast. Find out the weather forecast before you set out on  
your canoe trail

Safety first. Check the tides and direction of current, inform someone of your route 
and timings

Equip yourself. Make sure you have the correct equipment: 

Canoe, paddle, bailer/sponge, buoyancy aid, small first aid kit, penknife, mobile 
phone (in a waterproof bag), fresh drinking water, sun cream, hat and sunglasses, 
light waterproof jacket, footwear

Let sleeping birds and seals lie! Never approach wildlife so close that your 
presence disturbs it or interferes with its natural behavior. If birds take to flight or 
seals take to the water then you are too close and need to back away. Observe the 
Coastal Code

Keep to a whisper. Wildlife will move away or freeze if they hear human voices. To 
watch seals continue with their normal behaviors you should lower your voice

On a tangent. Always approach wildlife to be viewed from an angle, never head on, 
as this will scare them and they will move off

Keep on track. Paddling down the small inlets leading off the River Stour into the 
National Nature Reserve is strictly prohibited as this disturbs the wildlife and impacts 
on this fragile environment.

ramsgate - Beaches and bays

explorekent.org 

ramsgate - Beaches and bays

TYPE OF TRAIL: Tidal (open sea waters)

DISTANCE: 2 miles (3.2km) one way

DEGREE OF DIFFICULTY: Moderate Challenge

TIME: 1 hour (one way). Be sure to check tide times before you 
leave www.tidetimes.org.uk
Note - Time taken depends on wind and tide. Paddling against 
wind and tide slows the journey time and requires greater effort.

START: Marina Esplanade, Ramsgate, Kent CT11 8DT 
Parking is available at Marina Esplanade (parking fees apply)

FINISH: Slipway at Broadstairs Harbour Car Park CT10 1TY
(parking fees apply)

PUBLIC TRANSPORT: Buses and trains run between 
Broadstairs and Ramsgate. Traveline 0871 200 22 33  
www.traveline.info (Thanet Loop); National Rail Enquiries 
03457 484950 www.nationalrail.co.uk

DESIGNATIONS: The Thanet Coast, with Pegwell Bay is part 
of the NE Kent Marine Protected Area, and is an internationally 
important place for wintering birds and marine life.  
www.nekmpa.org.uk

Get close to nature and go wild 
exploring some of the most 
precious and dramatic landscapes 
in Kent by canoe! Exploring by 
canoe gives you access to areas 
inaccessible on foot, whilst 
maintaining the peacefulness of the 
area so as not to disturb the natural 
balance. 

N

DUMPTON BAY

South Cliff

Viking Bay

Louisa Bay

East cliff

RAMSGATE SANDS

BROADSTAIRS

RAMSGATE

Colburn

START

finish

A255

A255

A255

THANET COASTAL PATH

bleak house bleak house

Cover Photo: W
estern Undercliffe, Ram

sgate. Top Photo: W
est Cliff Arcade, Ram

sgate

Ramsgate to Broadstairs Self-Guided Canoe Trail

MAIDSTONE

CANTERBURY
RAMSGATE

FOLKESTONE

M20
M2

ramsgate to broadstairs

ex
pl

or
ek

en
t.o

rg

Broadstairs

Dumpton Bay

Ramsgate

Observe the Coastal Code
Your enjoyment of the coast is maximised 
by keeping to the Coastal Code. Staying 
safe, looking out for other coastal users 
and protecting precious habitats and 
birdlife is the basis for the Coastal Code.   
Leaving the coast how you find it or how 
you would expect to find it is the best 
way of keeping to the code.  Remember 
to check tide times before you travel and 
advise someone of your route.   
More information can be found at  
www.nekmpa.org.uk/factfile/thanet-
coastal-codes

Canoeing is a really enjoyable activity but it is important to take 
a few safety precautions before you start.  Here’s our advice:

The canoe trails promoted in this leaflet are undertaken entirely at the participant’s own risk.



RAMSGATE – GET  
ACTIVE BY THE SHORE

Whether you want to go walking or 
cycling, set sail or canoe, go horse 
riding, birdwatching or play golf, 
kitesurfing or scuba dive, Ramsgate is 
the place to get active by the shore!

Why not take to the sea and experience a 
completely different way of enjoying the  
Kent coastline.  

Ramsgate has a range of sea water canoe trails 
for you to try, a Royal Harbour to set sail from, and 
boat trips to check out some spectacular bays, 
the local wildlife, seals and the biggest offshore 
windfarm in the world.

If you’d rather keep your feet on some beautifully 
maintained terra firma, you can play a few rounds 
of golf at Stonelees or St. Augustine’s golf centres; 
two highly respected clubs that are famous for 
the warmth of their welcome and quality of their 
courses.

Land lubbers will also enjoy our 4 themed walking 
trails taking in sandy beaches and bays, Regency 
architecture, Royal connections, prolific birdlife and 
an array of Kentish cafes and bars along the way. 
Or why not take to your bike and cycle all or part 
of the Viking Coastal Cycle Trail. We are confident it 
will get you in a spin!

GEOCACHING PUTS RAMSGATE ON THE MAP

This rewarding reinvention of the traditional 
treasure hunt combines GPS technology with 
outdoor adventure and is a great way to enjoy 
places near and far. Take a look at the map 
for some treasure hunts – “geocaches” - in 
progress right now in the Ramsgate area and 
register as a player at www.geocaching.com

Visit ramsgatetown.org/activeramsgate to 
learn more about geocaching in Ramsgate.

You could even try your hand at geocaching and 
find hidden “caches”. Children and the young at 
heart will love this modern take on the traditional 
treasure hunt.



The Beach Roamer:  
Botany, Bays & Beaches
Ramsgate to Margate

 (6.8 miles, 11km linear walk)

At low tide you can walk the entire trail along  
the sands!

Town Rounders:  
Regency, Royal & Riviera
Ramsgate Town Walk

(Loop 1 - 1.4 miles, 2.3km)
(Loop 2 - 2 miles, 3.2km)

A trail with a Riviera vibe, wonderful Regency 
architecture and connections of the Royal kind!

Four Great Walks – One remarkable initiative

The Contra Trail: 
Boats, Birds & Bays
Ramsgate to Pegwell Bay

(6.1 miles, 9.8km one-way including  
Nature Reserve loop)

This route is brimming with some wonderful 
contradictions, stunning birdlife and nature galore.

Sea It All:  
Coast, Cliffs & Café Culture
Ramsgate to Broadstairs

(5 miles, 8km circular)

From awe inspiring white cliffs and sandy  
beaches to breathtaking views across Viking Bay.  

Download full route maps and walk information from ramsgatetown.org/activeramsgate



Ramsgate Town Council
Active Ramsgate is a  

Ramsgate Town Council initiative

Funded by

Active Ramsgate is an initiative of Ramsgate Town Council.

If you’re a local resident who wants to 
discover more of the attractions on 
your doorstep, or a visitor looking to 
do and see something different, Active 
Ramsgate won’t disappoint.

Ramsgate Visitor Information Centre  
The Custom House, Harbour Parade,  
Ramsgate CT11 8LP Tel: 01843 598750  
Open 10am - 4pm 

Visit Thanet for attractions and places to stay 
in Ramsgate in Kent, the Garden of England 
www.visitthanet.co.uk  
Follow @VisitThanet on twitter

Explore Kent is the most popular place for
walks, bike rides and parks in Kent
www.kent.gov.uk/explorekent
Follow @ExploreKent on twitter

Play a hole in two
Active Ramsgate is lucky enough to 
have two highly regarded golf courses 
where you can pick up your game - and 
some great discounts! 

St. Augustine’s Golf Club 
www.staugustinesgolfclub.co.uk 
Set in a stunning area of natural beauty,  
St. Augustine’s offers a special Twilight Green  
Fee of just £13.50 (course is closed on specific dates 
due to large competitions)

Tel: 01843 590333  
Email: sagcsecretary@hotmail.co.uk 

Stonelees Golf Centre 
www.stonelees.com 
Choose from three very different courses, a host of 
extra facilities and enjoy a range of special offers 
and discounts by visiting their website. 

Tel: 01843 823133  
Email: stonelees@stonelees.com
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Town Rounders: Regency, Royal & Riviera

The Contra Trail: Boats, Birds & Bays

Sea It All: Coast, Cliffs & Café Culture

Viking Coastal Cycle Trail traffic-free

Viking Coastal Cycle Trail 

\ \ Ramsgate to Broadstairs Self-Guided Canoe Trail

The Beach Roamer: Botany, Bays & Beaches

\ \ Guided Wildlife Canoe Safari

R̂amsgate Tunnels

Special Protected Area

Loop 2

Loop 1

The Grange

Sandwich & Pegwell Bay
National Nature Reserve

Town Rounders: Regency, Royal & Riviera

Guided wildlife canoe trails with


